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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 9-13,16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stehling et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,382,631 . Stehling discloses polymer blends which may 
comprise components having a narrow molecular distribution. See abstract. The blend 
comprises linear ethylene. Suitable components for the blend include plastomer blend 
components in the density range of about 0.88-0.900 g/cc, very low density 
polyethylene blends components having a density in the range of 0.900 - 0.915 g/cc 
and linear, low density polyethylene blend components in the density range of about 
0.915 - 0.940 g/cc. Example 5 discloses a composition where one component has a 
density of 0.884 g/cc and the other has 0.9348 g/cc and the components are present in 
equal parts. The resulting polymer can be extruded and formed into fibers and formed 
into nonwoven fabrics. See col. 24. The polymer can be formed into stretch films and 
therefore it is presumed to be elastic. Further, since the instant composition is identical 
to the claimed composition it would necessarily have the same properties and 
characteristics. 
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3. Claims 9,13-15, 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Land et al, U.S. patent No. 5,266,392 

Land discloses a LLDPE having a density of 0.915 to .094 and a melt index of 10-100, 
(see col. 4, lines 12-22) which is present in an amount of 10-40 percent by weight of the 
blend and plastomer which corresponds to the claimed elastomer having a density in 
the range of 0.865-0.90 g per cubic centimeter. See col. 4, lines 32-64. The blend can 
be formed into nonwoven fabrics, such as melt blown and spunbonded fabrics. See col. 
8, lines 1-27. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9-15, 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Land et al, U.S. Patent NO. 5,266,392 in view of Stehling, U.S. Patent No. 
5,382,631 . Land discloses a LLDPE having a density of 0.915 to .094 and a melt index 
of 10-100, (see col. 4, lines 12-22) which is present in an amount of 10-40 percent by 
weight of the blend and plastomer which corresponds to the claimed elastomer having a 
density in the range of 0.865-0.90 g per cubic centimeter. See col. 4, lines 32-64. The 
blend can be formed into nonwoven fabrics, such as melt blown and spunbonded 
fabrics. See col. 8, lines 1-27. Although Land uses the term plastomer and 
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distinguishes elastomers and plastomers in terms of crystallinity and density, since Land 
also teaches the materials having the density of 0.865 and the same composition, and 
since the instant elastomer is not further defined in terms of it's crystallinity, strength, 
etc., it is presumed that the plastomer of Land is the same structurally as the elastomer 
of Land. 

6. Land differs from the claimed invention because Land does not teach hat the 
components have a narrow molecular weight distribution. Stehling teaches that it is 
desirable to use polymers having a narrow molecular weight distribution at col. 7, lines 
27-48, because the narrow molecular weight distribution improves the melt 
processability and rheological characteristics of the blend. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to have formed the blend of Land so that it comprised a narrow molecular 
weight distribution, motivated by the teaching of Stehling that this would improve the 
properties of the blend. 

7. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stehling, 
U.S. Patent NO. 5,382,631 in view of EP 0600482. Stehling discloses a blend as set 
forth above. Stehling does not specifically describe the particular amounts of each 
component of the blend. EP '482 teaches a composition comprising a blend of a first 
ethylene alpha olefin which is present in amount of 50-99 % by weight having a density 
of 0.87 - 0.92 g/cc and a low density polyethylene with a density of 0.915 - 0.930 g/cc 
which is present in an amount of 2-50% by weight. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
employed the components of Stehling in the proportions set forth by EP '482, motivated 
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by the expectation that these amounts were recognized as suitable in the art for forming 
blends. 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 5/30/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that the examples of Stehling do not teach that the 
elastomeric polyolefin having a density of less than 0.880. However, Stehling does 
teach densities of about 0.88 - 0.900, and therefore assuming "about" refers to roughly 
10 percent of the claimed range, then Stehling does teach densities less than 0.88. 
While the examples may not teach lower densities, the disclosure in the summary of the 
invention portion of Stehling does teach the claimed value. 

9. Applicant's arguments regarding EP '482 are moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth M. Cole whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1475. The examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 6:00 PM Monday 
through Wednesday, and 6:30 AM and 2 PM on Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (571) 272-1478. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



The fax number for all official faxes is (571) 273-8300. 
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